Page | 5

April 18, 2014
Victory Everlasting Gospel 
Free Seventh-day Adventist Church

The title of today’s sermon is: “Sinning Till Jesus Comes?”
Let us pray…
What is this thing called sin anyway? The absolute clearest definition of sin in the Bible we find in 1 John 3:4, “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.” How many human beings are included in that word whosoever? Every human being that has ever lived? Yes. Even Jesus Christ? Yes and if Jesus had sinned, there would not have been a Savior. But thank God He did not, but nonetheless it was a great risk that Divinity had taken because He loved us.
What is the penalty for sin? Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death …” God makes it clear that the payment for sin, unconfessed and un-repented is ultimately, the second death.”
God’s prophet said, “God has given in His word decisive evidence that He will punish the transgressors of His law. Those who flatter themselves that He is too merciful to execute justice upon the sinner, have only to look to the cross of Calvary. The death of the spotless Son of God testifies that "the wages of sin is death," that every violation of God's law must receive its just retribution. Christ the sinless became sin for man. He bore the guilt of transgression, and the hiding of His Father's face, until His heart was broken and His life crushed out. All this sacrifice was made that sinners might be redeemed. In no other way could man be freed from the penalty of sin. And every soul that refuses to become a partaker of the atonement provided at such a cost must bear in his own person the guilt and punishment of transgression….” {DD “Darkness Before Dawn”16.4}
We just read that in no other way could man be freed from the penalty of sin. And every soul that refuses to become a partaker of the atonement provided at such a cost must bear in his own person the guilt and punishment of transgression….” If your alive and sinning until Jesus comes you have no chance for salvation!!  They believed their unfaithful pastors that they would have salvation in sin.

In another place God’s prophet wrote, “The greatest want of the world is the want of men,--men who will not be bought or sold; men who in their inmost souls are true and honest; men who do not fear to call sin by its right name; men whose conscience is as true to duty as the needle to the pole; men who will stand for the right though the heavens fall.”--Education, p. 57. (1903)  {CM 54.4}

I want to focus in on one part of that quotation: The greatest want of the world is the want of men … who do not fear to call sin by its right name. Why is the church in such a deplorable condition today? Oh you may find numerous churches who believe that their churches are wonderful and that their pastors are the best.

It makes you wonder, how could that be?  Especially when in the church at large, there is so much adultery and sin abounding. The divorce rate in the church is 50%, just like the world. People leave their spouses for someone else in the church and the pastor familiar with the situation, for fear that he may offend someone, still performs the marriage ceremony of the adulterer.
Some ministers feel that it is compassionate and redemptive to encourage our people that they are still saved when they are continuing in their waywardness and that Jesus will make things right when He comes. 
It’s almost as if “the politically correct gospel” has priority over the gospel of Christ.

It seems that there has never been a generation of people on earth that was not in rebellion against the God in heaven. Isaiah 30:1, 9, 10. “Woe to the rebellious children, saith the LORD, that take counsel, but not of me; and that cover with a covering, but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin:” “That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the LORD:  Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits:”
This is what religion has evolved into over the last 30 years. Compromise after compromise with a gradual departure from the Scriptures. Hymnals discarded for the songs that are very repetitive as the same verse, as a mantra, is sung over and over appealing to the emotions and causing a hypnotic state that is interpreted to be a religious experience. Jesus said that we should not use vain repetitions. He is our creator and He knows what it does to the brain. In Spiritual Formation you say the same word or phrase over and over again and it actually opens the mind for demon possession. 
Mega churches have become major entertainment centers with singing groups that rival the worldly rock groups. They call this the working of the Holy Spirit … which it is everything but. 
Lying pastors who are telling their congregations that you can sin till Jesus comes and then He’ll perfect you and take you to glory. These pastors pedaling these lies are the most effective tools of Satan whether they know it or not.
“No superiority of rank, dignity, or worldly wisdom, no position in sacred office, will preserve men from sacrificing principle when left to their own deceitful hearts. Those who have been regarded as worthy and righteous prove to be ring-leaders in apostasy and examples in indifference and in the abuse of God's mercies. Their wicked course He will tolerate no longer, and in His wrath He deals with them without mercy.”  {5T 212.1}  And that goes for abuse of power at every level in every denomination and in every church regardless of its size.
Ezekiel 22:26-28 “Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned mine holy things: they have put no difference between the holy and profane, neither have they showed difference between the unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned among them.  Her princes in the midst thereof are like wolves ravening the prey, to shed blood, and to destroy souls, to get dishonest gain.  And her prophets have daubed them with untempered mortar, seeing vanity, and divining lies unto them, saying, Thus saith the Lord GOD, when the LORD hath not spoken.”
Satan has numerous lies to share with God’s faithful or shall we say the deceived gullible? That very lie that ‘you can sin till Jesus comes and then He’ll perfect you’ has taken root in Adventism and is believed by untold numbers of the sleeping nominal. This lie can be classified as the doctrine of imperfectionism.
Now it’s time to deal with TRUTH.
The Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy tell a completely different story. It makes you wonder if people are reading anymore. Are Adventists in general trusting their pastors?

Psalm 146:3 warns us, “Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help.” This verse tells me do not trust politicians and pastors and religious leaders at any level. 
We must do what the noble Bereans did with Paul as the scripture says in Acts 17:11, “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” Should we do anything less?
Sin! ….. Are we helpless or can we obtain victory over temptation?

God’s Prophet says, “The strongest temptation cannot excuse sin. However great the pressure brought to bear upon the soul, transgression is our own act. It is not in the power of earth or hell to compel anyone to do evil. Satan attacks us at our weakest points, but we need not be overcome. However severe or unexpected the attack, God has provided help for us, and in His strength we may conquer. In the hour of greatest need, when discouragement overwhelms the soul, then it is that Jesus comes very near. The hour of man's necessity is God's opportunity. He sees our danger and provides help for us. . . .”  {HP 262.3} 
Let’s see what the Bible says …

Jude 24 “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, …”  Is God able to keep us from falling? Yes! Then what does He need from us? Our cooperation.
2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”  What happens to the old worldly things we used to love? Passed away,
2 Corinthians 4:11 “For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.” Now take notice that the life of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh, not immortal flesh at His coming.
2 Corinthians 3:18 “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”

The servant of the Lord said, “I also saw that many do not realize what they must be in order to live in the sight of the Lord without a high priest in the sanctuary through the time of trouble. Those who receive the seal of the living God and are protected in the time of trouble must reflect the image of Jesus fully.”  {EW 71.1} 
We have been commanded to be holy. 1 Peter 1:16 “Be Ye Holy, for I Am Holy” …  Hebrews 12:14 “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:” 
God’s remnant people are to be a holy and a peculiar people. 1 Peter 2:9 “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:” When we were in the world we were in darkness. Think about it, there are 7 billion people in the world. That’s 7,000 million people. By comparison there are only 18 million SDA’s. That would be 1 SDA for every 389 people. If you are 1 person coming into this marvelous light, that’s 388 people remaining in darkness. Now let me ask you this. Is there something about the darkness that has your affection? In other words, have you come out of the world, but yet there are things in the world that you’re really not ready to let go of just yet? Will you wait until Jesus comes?

Romans 13:11 says, “And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.”  What time is it that we are now knowing? It is the closing months that precede the little time of trouble. We are indeed running out of time to be making preparation. God has made many promises in scripture that will help us in preparation to reflect the image of Jesus in our lives. Paul says this in Hebrews 1:4
:
 “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”  The promises of God are not just great promises, they are exceeding great and they are precious because we can believe them for they come from the source of all truth.
2 Corinthians 7:1 “Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”  Notice that word all. It doesn’t mean most. It means what it says. All is all.
 “Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame.”  1 Corinthians 15:34 This last verse is of particular importance because it challenges us to cease from all sin. Sin that occurs in the mind where thought originates, sin that proceeds from our lips by words that cannot be undone once spoken; sin that happens through our actions and deeds. Sin that occurs by the pushing of buttons on a remote or the browsing of web sites with a computer. When God has used these words “Awake to righteousness, and sin not … ,” would He call upon His people to do the impossible if He were not able to provide the power to give victory?
Yet there are many pastors and leaders who stand in our pulpits around the world and encourage our people in their sin and still offer them the hope of salvation in their state of carnal security. How dare these ministers do this work of preparing men and women, not for the Kingdom of Christ, rather they are being prepared for the fiery destruction at the end of world. They are not ministers of Christ, rather they are agents of Satan. 
In talking with Mary Magdalene, Christ made a challenge to her in John 8:11, similar to the challenge Paul makes to us.

John 8:11 “She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.” Did Jesus give Mary wiggle room?  Instead of full time prostitution, would He accept maybe part time? Why that would be like telling an adulterous man to be faithful to his wife all but one day a month. Jesus said for Mary to sin how often? No more and Jesus gives us the same message today.

He gave the blind man that He healed and found in the temple yard a similar command that He gave to Mary. We find it in John 5:14:
“Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.”  What a fearful statement this would have been if God did not have the POWER to give the sinner to resist the temptation and get the victory. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee is the same command that God gives His people today. To the one who may be engaging in sexual sins, they may acquire a treatable STD, but continued like sinning could be fatal as has been the case with numerous individuals. Whatever the sin Jesus says sin no more!
What is the precious promise we find in 1 Corinthians 10:13? “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”
The issue that confronts us is, “Do we really believe that God is able to keep us from falling? Do we trust the promise that God is faithful to make the way of escape? He is able and He is faithful. The real question is are we ready to forsake the besetting sins? It’s a heartbreaking reality that too many pastors and too much of the laity no longer believe in the power of Christ in their lives.
I will close with 4 quotes from God’s prophet and let everyone listen with their understanding, “Not one of us will ever receive the seal of God while our characters have one spot or stain upon them. It is left with us to remedy the defects in our characters, to cleanse the soul temple of every defilement. Then the latter rain will fall upon us as the early rain fell upon the disciples on the Day of Pentecost.”  {5T 214.2} 
And this, “Now is the time to prepare. The seal of God will never be placed upon the forehead of an impure man or woman. It will never be placed upon the forehead of the ambitious, world-loving man or woman. It will never be placed upon the forehead of men or women of false tongues or deceitful hearts. All who receive the seal must be without spot before God--candidates for heaven.” {5T 216.2}

And this, “Let no one say, I cannot remedy my defects of character. If you come to this decision, you will certainly fail of obtaining everlasting life. The impossibility lies in your own will. If you will not, then you can not overcome. The real difficulty arises from the corruption of an unsanctified heart, and an unwillingness to submit to the control of God.” {COL 331.2} 

And this, “In the day of judgment, the course of the man who has retained the frailty and imperfection of humanity will not be vindicated. For him there will be no place in heaven. He could not enjoy the perfection of the saints in light. He who has not sufficient faith in Christ to believe that He can keep him from sinning, has not the faith that will give him an entrance into the kingdom of God.--Manuscript 161, 1897.  {3SM 360.4} We have been properly warned. 

You know how when you are praying that you know that you’re connected to heaven and your prayers are being heard? If we are still sinning when probation ends, that connection will be broken and there will be no one to hear our prayers then.
Solomon said it well in Ecclesiastes 12:13 “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.”
In Matthew 16:24 Jesus said to His disciples and He says it to us today, “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.”  What did Jesus give up to save us? What could we possibly give up for Jesus? Brothers and sisters if we think that we can cling to the worldliness and our pet sins and still be saved we are deceived. But if we adhere to the false doctrine that we will go on sinning until Jesus comes, then we are grossly deceived. 
Why would the Father want anyone in heaven that put the pleasures of sin for a season, before His only begotten Son that He gave for the salvation of the world?
Let us pray …

